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nothing in the book to indicate that he has reached his conclusions after 
a careful and serious study of the subject. On the other hand, the 
numerous errors lead one to believe that his attitude toward the 
Socialists is influenced more by prejudice than by reason and knowledge. 
Plekhanov's part in the organization of the Russian Social Democratic 
party is not mentioned; the division of the party into Bolshevik and 
Menshevik factions is placed at Stockholm and not London where it 
actually took place. When the author says that " German Socialism 
contains no element corresponding with the Bolsheviki ", he shows that 
his grasp of German Socialism is not much deeper than of Russian. 
For Kerenski and his Socialist associates of the summer of 1917 Mr. 
Wilton has little charity and much ill-will, and he brings many charges 
against them without producing any evidence. "In 1915 and 1916 he 
[Kerenski] carried on revolutionary propaganda with funds sent from 
Germany." He " lived in the Winter Palace, used the Emperor's carri- 
ages and motors, drank his champagne, and fed lusciously out of his 
gold plate ", and his ministers " used the Imperial Crowns for nuptial 
ceremony ". It is not the Russian leaders alone who are denounced, but 
men like Arthur Henderson and Albert Thomas, " British and French 
pacifists " who " worked unremittingly for the success of the Soviet 
plan", also receive Mr. Wilton's attention. The Kerenski-Kornilov 
affair is not treated in an unbiased and judicious manner. To speak of 
the revolutionists of the spring and summer of 1917 as a " horde " com- 
mitting " excesses against their own officers and innocent women and 
children", and drunken soldiers "littering" the sidewalks, is hardly a 
fair statement of the situation. Here and there bestiality manifested 
itself, but it was the exception rather than the rule. 

It is not difficult to understand the author's bitterness. He wrote 
the book in 1917-1918, at a time when the heart of every Englishman 
and American in Petrograd was aching at the sight of the disintegration 
of the Russian army and at the thought of the additional suffering this 
collapse would bring to the men on the Western Front. No doubt Mr. 
Wilton felt this more keenly than others because he had a son in the 
army, and this explains and in part excuses his attitude toward the 
revolution and the revolutionists. These very facts, however, diminish 
the value of the book for historical purposes. 

F. A. GOLDER. 

Problems of Peace from the Holy Alliance to the League of Na- 
tions: a Message from a European Writer to Americans. By 
Guglielmo Ferrero. (New York and London: G. P. Putnam's 
Sons. 1919. Pp.iii, 281. $1.50.) 

This little volume is confessedly a product of the war. Indeed it 
has been characterized— and that not altogether unjustly— as very good 
propaganda. In the introductory chapter addressed to Americans, the 
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author dwells with fine appreciation on the marvellous change in Amer- 
ican public opinion during the first two and a half years of the war. 
Viewed in the light of our aloofness and calm indifference to European 
matters noticed on his visit to this country in 1908, he regards our 
participation in the World War as little short of the miraculous. But 
the miracle happened, and it is the part of wisdom " that the men of the 
old and the new world, now united in a common brotherhood of danger 
and a common duty ", study the antecedents of the tragedy in order 
better to understand what must be done to safeguard the future. 

In six short chapters Professor Ferrero reviews the background of 
the war for American readers. The mistaken arrangements of the 
peace congresses of the nineteenth century, and the reactionary ten- 
dencies of Austria furnish the chief topics of the first three chapters. 
The misfortunes of Italy are thrown into high relief by a clear, trench- 
ant style that at times verges on the sensational. In speaking of the 
Congress of Vienna, for example, he says: Italy "was placed in bondage 
by the very Congress that should have set her free ", " chained to the 
corpse of a dead age ". " For ninety-nine years " — not therefore to 1870 
only, but to 1914, and possibly later — " she continues the slave of condi- 
tions established at Vienna ". Germany like " Italy had to lament the 
loss of liberty . . . and the two should therefore have been bound to- 
gether by mutual sympathy in a common misfortune. But this did not 
come about. Even then the German people wanted unity only to despoil 
others ". France on the other hand was deeply " moved with compas- 
sion ", etc. Judgments such as these, taken in conjunction with the 
moderation in dealing with the overthrow of Mazzini's ill-fated Roman 
Republic by France in 1849, indicate the tendency to read the past in the 
light of the present. 

The chapter on the German Peace and the Germanization of Europe 
(1870-1914) is in many respects the best. The worship of force and of 
materialism are very well expressed in the passage on " the potent 
engines of iron animated by fire" (p. 207). Italy's case for entering 
the war is not as strongly stated as the terms in article VII. of the 
Triple Alliance agreement would lead one to expect. Possibly the 
Russo-Italian pact of 1909 was known. The alliance with the Central 
Powers is interpreted as a remnant of the old Austrian domination. 
Failure to secure full satisfaction for the irredentist claims the author 
regards simply as a perpetuation of that domination in another form. 
He is not very explicit as to the limits of the unredeemed Italy, but ex- 
presses his confidence that " by the time this book is published, the lands 
desired by Italy will have passed into her possession by force of arms, 
but Italy does not wish to be suspected of confronting Europe and 
America with the peremptory argument of force ". 

On the question of carrying the will of the people into international 
affairs, Professor Ferrero urges the acceptance by the League of Na- 
tions of three rules of conduct: first, to deal only with established 
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governments, second, to respect nationality, and third, to reduce arma- 
ments. And to accomplish this the United States must assume her 
share of responsibility. " Western civilization is a grandiose Gothic 
vault . . . one of its arches is Europe, the other America. If either 
arch is broken, the other will be endangered." 

William E. Lingelbach. 

MODERN ORIENTAL HISTORY 

An Empire Builder of the Sixteenth Century: a Summary Account 
of the Political Career of Zahir-ud-din Muhammad, surnamed 
Babur. By L. F. Rushbrook Williams, Fellow of All Souls 
College, Fellow and Professor of Modern Indian History in the 
University of Allahabad. [Publications of the Department of 
Modern Indian History, Allahabad University, no. 3.] (Lon- 
don and New York: Longmans, Green, and Company, for the 
University. 1918. Pp. xvi, 187. $3.00.) 

The life of Babur has been told repeatedly, first by himself, in Turki, 
then in the Persian translation, and finally in the English versions of 
Erskine and Stanley Lane-Poole. The present author acknowledges his 
indebtedness to all these, as well as to the translation of the Turki text 
by Mrs. A. S. Beveridge ; but he calls attention to the fact that Erskine's 
conclusions were faulty because he failed to make use of five important 
sources, of which one is the Shaibani Nama (this shows the Usbeg side 
of the struggle between Babur and Shaibani), and that Lane-Poole's 
work (in the Rulers of India) is based entirely on translated sources, 
one of which is unreliable even in the original. In short, there was 
need of a " summary account " of Babur drawn from all sources, and 
this is here presented in the Allahabad University Lectures for 1915- 
1916. If the material is thus not very novel, it is at least more correctly 
stated than has hitherto been possible when, as in the case of Erskine's 
History, a contemporary historian such as Khwandamir was not even 
known. 

Babur's life lacks the glamor that hangs about that of his greater 
grandson Akbar. Intellectually he was the inferior, but in activity, in 
warlike energy, in his dash, patience, and endurance, he was second to 
none. To found a new empire in India a conqueror, not an adminis- 
trator, was needed, and Babur the Tiger, ruler at twelve years of the 
little province of Farghana (now in Russian Turkistan), and victor in 
battle and conqueror of Samarkand at the age of fifteen, was the pre- 
destined man for the work, if inheritance may be said to determine 
destiny. He united Mongol blood and Persian culture, as did his mater- 
nal grandfather, who was conspicuous for the same paradoxical com- 
bination, and Babur as fifth descendant of Tamerlane (Timur the 
Lame) and, on his mother's 'side, fourteenth descendant of Chingiz 



